Summer Research Internship - Curating Historical Whaling Records for Ecological Niche Modelling 
The Department of Earth Sciences at the University of Oxford is offering a paid summer research internship on a project investigating how historical whaling records can improve ecological niche models of whale habitat suitability.
Commercial whaling expanded globally from the eighteenth through the twentieth centuries and led to the extensive exploitation of whale populations across the world’s oceans. During this period, whaling vessels maintained detailed logbooks documenting the locations, dates, and sometimes even environmental conditions associated with whale encounters and catches. Although originally kept for commercial purposes, these records now provide us with a valuable historical archive of whale occurrences prior to large-scale anthropogenic impacts.
Modern observations often reflect already-depleted populations and may, therefore, underestimate the range of environmental conditions that a species can occupy. This project, led by Dr Rachel Dobson and Professor Erin Saupe, examines how these historical pre-exploitation occurrence records can improve our estimates of species’ ecological tolerances and geographic ranges using ecological niche models under both palaeoclimate and future climate scenarios.
The intern will contribute to the development of a large dataset derived from commercial whaling records. This will involve working with archival sources, validating and georeferencing geographic information, refining location estimates, and preparing these datasets for integration into ecological niche modelling frameworks for migratory cetacean species.
This role provides an opportunity to contribute to an interdisciplinary research project at the interface of marine biology, palaeobiology and macroecology, and to gain experience working with large historical ecological datasets to investigate long-term patterns in species distributions.
About you
We welcome applications from students with an interest in fields such as marine biology, ecology, palaeobiology or related disciplines. Experience working with data, good organisational skills, and strong attention to detail will be particularly useful for this project.
The successful applicant will work under the supervision of Dr Rachel Dobson and Professor Erin Saupe and will receive training and guidance throughout the internship. There may also be opportunities for contributions to be recognised in resulting research outputs where appropriate.
Duration and location
This internship will run for approximately 1-2 months during July and/or August 2026. The role is expected to be full-time, although flexible working arrangements (including part-time work) may be possible depending on circumstances. The position will be based in the Department of Earth Sciences, University of Oxford, though hybrid working is possible provided appropriate working arrangements are in place.
Salary
The internship will be paid at Grade 3 (£14.51 per hour).
How to apply
Please submit:
· A CV
· A short statement of interest (approximately 150-300 words) outlining your interest in the project and any relevant experience.
Applications should be sent to rachel.dobson@earth.ox.ac.uk and erin.saupe@earth.ox.ac.uk. 
Closing date: Wednesday 15th April 
