Inf ormation about the U4735quantitati ve analysissection

This page containsinformation on the optional one point sectionthat accompaniedJ4735—
EnvironmentalSciencefor Policy Makers. The sectionmeetsonce a week at a time anda place
TBA.

Why take the 1 point section?

The sectionwill focuson quantitatve methodsn Environmentalscience:applyingphysicalrea-
soning, mathematicsand chemistryto improve our understandingf ervironmentalissues. A
familiarity with quantitatve analysisis often critical for evaluatingthe methodsand resultsof
scientistandthustheir policy implications.The classwill

e Help you understandhe quantitatve conceptsandmethodsn lecture(andthusthe lecture
problemsets).

e Teachyou asetof quantitatve skills beyondwhatis taughtin thelecture.

What “pr erequisites” arethere for this section?

None, really. You shouldbe familiar with high-schoollevel algebraand chemistry or at least
remembeia time whenyou werefamiliar with them. We’ll go asslow asneededo geteveryone
up to speed. Studentswith college degreesin scienceor engineeringnay find the sectionto be
boringhowever.

What is the workload of the section?

Thereareweekly problemsetsthat complementhe work thatyou areassignedn lecture. They
aredesignedo take about 1 hour per week. Thereis no sectionmid-termor final exam. There
may bea final project,in placeof homevorks,thatwill be completedoy thelastday of class.

How is the sectiongraded?

Gradesare basedon homevork performanceplus a project,if we decideto do one. The section
gradeisthen factored into your overall course grade.

Who is teachingthe section?

RichardKatz, agraduatestudentin the Departmenbf EarthandEnvironmentalScience Richard
hasa masters degreefrom ColumbiaUniversityin TectonophysicsThisis thesecond/earhehas
taughtthis section.



